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Interpreting the New Testament e oo
of Christ was the close of the
The transition from the old covenant to the new is not found between Malachi and 0ld [Covenant]. Nothing less
Matthew. It happens at Jesus’s death and resurrection. The Gospels and Acts are than His resurrection from
historical books that describe the transition between the old and new covenants. Here the dead,... the opening of
are seven important things to keep in mind when reading the New Testament. the New. (Andrew Murray)

Whole Bible Epistles Know the The author’s Read in Understand No secret

is inspired written first type of text intention context then apply codes
The entire text  Most of the The narrative Ask: What did  The texts were  First ask what ~ God’s message
of the Bible is  letters (epistles) texts (stories)  the author want not writtenina the text means. is what the au-
equally God’s  were written only describe  his original au- vacuum. They  Once you have thor wrote. The
Word. Jesus’s  before the what happened. dience to know, must be un- identified the Bible was not
words donot  Gospels were. This doesn’t believe, and derstood in the author’s intent,  written in secret
have a higher ~ The teaching  meanthatwe do? We wantto context in then you can messages or
status than did notcome  must imitate all agree with the  which they ask what it codes (2 Cor.
other parts. afterward. of the events.  author’s intent. were written. means for you.  1:13).

[ ]
| | | | | | ! !

“'.I'he”day is @ “Don’'tmis- @ “The Spirit @) “When the @ ‘This cup @ “Everyone @ Forit “When you
coming,” says  understand had not yet Spirit of truth is the new present was  seemed good are directed
the Lorp, “when why | have been given, comes, he will covenant filled with the to the Holy by the Spirit,

I will make a come. | did not because Jesus guide you into between Holy Spirit and Spirit and to us you are
new covenant come to abol- had not yet all truth” == God and his began speak- to lay no greater not under
with the people ish the law ... entered into his  (John people” (Luke ing in other burden on you obligation
of Israel and No, | came to  glory” (John 16:13). 22:20). languages” than these few to the law of
Judah” (Jer. accomplish 7:39). (Acts 2:4). requirements”  Moses” (Gal.
31:31). their purpose” (Acts 15:28). 5:18).
(Matt. 5:17). Examples of the transition
_ from the Old Testament to
the New Testament
Testament under
the Old Covenant
* The Old Testament
anticipates a hopeful
future. Testament under
» The covenants with |the Old Covenant
Abraham and Moses |+ Jesus was born under the
show the people’s old covenant. He came to the
relationship with Jews as the Messiah.
God, but also that * They rejected him. He turned
they couldn’t live up |to his disciples and taught The New
to his standard. them about what would come.| Testament under
» The promise of a * The new covenant is inau- |the New Covenant
new covenant points |gurated with the death and The new covenant is of a
forward to some- resurrection of Jesus. The different nature than the old. It
thing better (Jer. Gospels describe this transi- |promises changed hearts (Heb.
31:31-34). tional period. 8:6-13).
1
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Structure of the New Testament

The New Testament has 27 books: Three ways of categorizing the
+ Historical Books —the four Gospels New Testament Letters

and Acts (5) 1. By Author

« Letters (Epistles)—usually split into 13 letters from Paul

two groups: Paul’s letters (13) and the g :egers ;rom éo?n

general letters (8), a total of 21 . etters trom Peter

« Prophetic Literature —Revelation (1) 3 letters from other people

— 2. By Recipient

New Testament Records 16 letters to churches

* Shortest book: TituS T

3 John (minimum word count 219*—15 verses) S Iettﬁrs to mdwz)dua}ls .

2 John (minimum number of verses 13—245 (02/7520/_"76%35395%/7{,57%&;‘2/2?093;3;
words -

. Longiest book: 2 T"“Othy written to an individual.)

Luke (19,482 words—1,149 verses) 3. By Theme

+ Shortest chapter: 1T . . .
Revelation 15 (minimum word count 217) Tlmothy 4 letters primarily about the Savior

» Longest chapter: Luke 1 (80 verses) g :Zg:g g:::mg;:g 2383{ fﬁé\’at'on

» Shortest verses: Luke 20:30 (12 letters); 2

1 Thessalonians 5:16 (14); John 11:35 (16) TheSSalonians A

- Longest verse: Revelation 20:4 (58 words) 5 letters primarily about the future
* The book in the middle: 2 Thessalonians 1T .

* The chapter in the middle: Romans 13 hessalonians Sr?:;\%\?vlﬁhg{)r?:eHbeg{:\%stLSat it

» Middle verse: Acts 17:17
» Average in the NT:

Ologai close to him such as Barnabas

On average, a book SSj. ,

has 255 \?erses. ans Apollos, or Luke. The letter does

. . have Pauline features.
Prophetic
i book (1)
S

Books with the -

same color are q .

connected to

each other. ‘ . Ns n ‘

n

was written by Paul or someone

Letters (21)
Authors:
The apostle Matthew
or another author Authors: Authors: Historical
from a Jewish The.apqstlle Peter The gpqstle Paul or Author: The books (5)
background or his disciple Mark his disciple Luke apostle John
The New Testament Book by Book
Book Chapters | Verses Book Chapters | Verses Book Chapters | Verses

1 | Matthew 26 1,068 10 | Ephesians 6 155 19 | Hebrews 13 303

2 | Mark 16 673 11 | Philippians 4 104 20 | James 5 108

3 | Luke 24 1,149 12 | Colossians 4 95 21 | 1 Peter 5 105

4 | John 21 878 13 | 1 Thessalonians 5 89 22 | 2 Peter 3 61

5 Acts 28 1,002 14 : 2 Thessalonians 3 a7 23 | 1 John 5 105

6 | Romans 16 432 15 | 1 Timothy 6 113 24 ;| 2 John 1 13

7 i 1 Corinthians 16 437 16 | 2 Timothy 4 83 25 | 3 John 1 15

8 | 2 Corinthians 13 256 17 | Titus 3 46 26 | Jude 1 25

9 | Galatians 6 149 18 | Philemon 1 25 27 | Revelation 22 404
* All counts (words and letters) are based on the Greek text Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum Graece version 27.
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4 )
When to date some of the New Testament books is debated. The dating of the Gospels is particularly
uncertain, and there are many theories. This chart shows possible time frames for the writing of each book.

AD 10 AD 30 AD 50 AD 70 AD 90
]
Matthew ’ ‘ Jesus’s _ 9568
death
Mark AD 33 I 55-65
Luke ’ ! ‘ Luke written - 54-64
JOhI‘I Time period before Acts - 80-90
described in L (see Acts 1:1)
Destruction
Romans o I 56-57 — of the temple
Clues for Determining Dates AD 70
1 Corinthians 1. Luke and Acts are linked Wl 55-56
They have the same author (Luke 1:1-4;
2 Corinthians Acts 1:1), so the books date each other. I55_57
. 2. Parallels between Scriptures ) ;
Galatians Peter mentions Paul’s letters and | 48-49 I . 53-56 — Egg:’ persecution
there are parallels between events ) .
Ephesians in Acts and Paul’s letters. Two theories I60—61 Domitian’s —
o 3. Persecution under Emperor Nero N the dating persecution
Philippians Rome burned in AD 64, which ledto  Of Galatians I 61-62 AD 93
Nero’s persecution of Christians.
Colossians Possible background to Hebrews. I60—61
4. Destruction of the temple
1 Thessalonians The Romans captured Jerusalem and I 51-52 Paul is executed
destroyed the temple in AD 70. Biblical about AD 67
2 Thessalonians texts that mention its future destruction I51_52
were written earlier.
1 Timothy 5. Persecution under Emperor Domitian Paul 62-66
Domitian persecuted Christians who imprisoned
; would not worship the Roman gods. in Rome
2 Timothy Probable reason for John’s exile (Rev. 1:9). IAD 60-62 I 66-67
Tit 6. References by the church fathers L 62-66
us Early church fathers cite and refer to dates .
. of New Testament books and letters. This
Philemon helps in dating the books. I60_61
Hebrews Possibly the I 64-68
oldest book - >
James in the New - 44-19
Testament z:(a;irute q
1 Peter 62-65—
ete The New Testament - about
2 Peter was written over a period 7 AD 67
of about fifty years. 646 .
1 John 85-95 [
Jude cites 2 Peter
2 John (or vice versa) 85-95 -
The dates indicate the
3 John time span within which 85-95 -
the book was probably
Jude written. This does not _ 60-80
mean that the writing
. took place throughout
Revelation the entire period. 94-96 l
3
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4 )
Bible reading can be done from different starting points. Two common approaches are (1) seeing the whole
(the synthetic method) and (2) looking at the details (the analytic method).

Suggested order of study
Read with a telescope ... 3 ...and a microscope
>
With the telescope, .
Look at The big picture you stand at a P The details
Focus Chapters, /cggi(agtc ?hznd Words, concepts, and different
whole books, longer big picture. verses. Read short passages
passages. Read the several times. Look for the
book in one sitting. details in the stories and the
reasoning.
Examine Look for the plot, main Look at phrasing, word choice,
the text ideas, and outline. and grammar.
Look for Development Nuances and theological
and trends T e clarifications
Ask questions | 1. What is the main idea scope lets 1. What is the meaning of this
of the book or section? you get word?
2. How does the author close and 2. How do the sentences tie
develop his main idea? look at the together?
3. How is the book or details. 3. How is the argument
section structured? structured?
Methods Learn lessons from events Draw conclusions from
and structures. arguments and teachings.
Learn from The microscopic view The telescopic view gives
the other gives the conclusions an overall context for the
approach of the telescopic view a details discovered through the
more detailed content. microscopic view.
Perspective Like an eagle in Like an ant on
the sky. the ground.
% AN
How do we go about reading and studying a book of the Bible?
The key to studying a book of the Bible is to To apply the text is to show the
see the relationship between the telescopic relevance of the text. Application
perspective and the microscopic must always grow out of the text
perspective. Here is and stay in harmony
one way you with its intended
can visual- meaning.
ize it.
INDIVIDUAL
Explore the difierent parts
DO AN using the micrascopic view.
OVERVIEW Ask: How does|each part JOIN THE PARTS
Get a grip on contribute to the whole? TOGETHER TO
tho Lo MAKE A WHOLE
e big picture. .
Return to the telescopic
Go through .
the book view and put the parts
from start together. Ask yourself:
to finish. What is the author’s
overall argument? What
do | understand now
that | didn’t when | first
read it?
- 4 Y
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Applying the New Testament

Moving from interpretation to

application always involves a few

specific steps. This is
how it works —

WHAT DID THE
TEXT MEAN TO
THE ORIGINAL
RECIPIENTS?
Interpretation works
to determine what
the author intended
to say to the people
to whom the text
was originally ad-
dressed. It is, or can
be, influenced by

its time. We start by
searching for what
the text meant in its
own time.

TIMELESS

WHAT IS THE TIME-
LESS PRINCIPLE
BEHIND WHAT THE
TEXT SAYS?

What is a principle?
From the Latin princip-
ium—meaning “begin-
ning, foundation, or
basic concept.” It is
what constitutes the
ultimate basis or cause
of something; a general

actions. Here, we ask
the question: What is th
underlying cause—the
fundamental principle—
in the text that points
to the actions that it
promotes?

Four steps toward a sound application

Start from

the text
What does this actu-
ally mean? How can |
understand its mean-

ing? You must be able

to trace the applica-
tion to the text(s) on
which it is based.

* Danger: Jumping

immediately from your

observations to an
application.

- Example: In the first
century, Paul instructs

the believers in Thes-
salonica to stay away
from all kinds of evil
(1 Thess. 5:22).

timeless underlying

different types of text.

tinguishing between

what is timeless and

what is specific to its
time period.

Application (I)—
Find the principle
Next is to look for the

Application (II)—

V) Make it personal
The third step is to
ask: How does the

principle. Why does timeless principle

the Bible say this? Dif- apply to me today?
ferent difficulties come

It is about looking for
the implications of the
biblical text.

» Danger: Allowing the
spirit of the times to
influence me, to color
my conclusions.

» Example: Since all
believers at all times
should stay away from

up when interpreting

» Danger: Not dis-

» Example: All be-
lievers at all times

should stay away from all evil, as a believer |
all evil is the principle

should also stay away

behind 1 Thess. 5:22. from all evil.

Different types of applications to consider

Absolute Moral
Imperatives
We encounter time-
less exhortations that
apply in all situations
and in all times.
 Dealing with them:

The timeless principles

challenge us and call
us to obedience in
action.

» Example: “Stop tell-
ing lies. Let us tell our
neighbors the truth”
(Eph. 4:25). This also
applies to all of us.

General =

Principles
We encounter funda-
mental truths in the
text. These are not
direct exhortations,
but guiding principles
and beliefs.
* Dealing with them:
We must under-
stand the implica-
tions of what they
mean in our context.
+ Example: “Share
each other’s burdens”
(Gal. 6:2).

5

rule that guides practical

Application is always based on a
sound interpretation of the text. A

text has only one inter-
pretation but it can have
several different

e

g Appliqation (I_II)—
Make it practical
The final step is to

ask: How can | put this

truth into practice in
my everyday life? It’s
about taking practical
steps here that help
me put the meaning
of the Bible text into
everyday life.

* Danger: Not being
concrete enough.

» Example: | make
concrete decisions
such as choosing

to avoid certain TV
programs and certain
websites.

Standardizing
Patterns
Look for examples in
the text of how people
act or reason. From
them we can draw
valid principles.
 Dealing with them:
We should consider
if the principle
might apply to us.
» Example: After one
parable, Jesus tells a

same” (Luke 10:37).
Does this apply to us?

applications.

man to “go and do the

4
Pp (/60

THE PRINCIPLE
IN OUR OWN
CONTEXT?

The final step is to
ask how we apply

to our day and age
and in our own lives.
While the applica-
tions are sometimes
the same as in the
text, at times they
differ, as the appli-
cation can be tied to
its time.

Application asks
us to take that
original inter-
pretation and

connect it to our

lives. Therefore,
each person may
have a different
application stem-
ming from the same
interpretation. Fur-
thermore, one might
come back to the
same passage some
time later and find a
completely different
application because
their life situation
has changed.
(Ken Carson)

Time Bound
Applications
We will also encounter
principles or exhor-
tations addressed
to people in specific
situations.
+ Dealing with them:
In these cases, it is
difficult to find any
timeless principles to
apply to ourselves.
« Example: Paul’s
specific instructions to
Timothy do not apply
to us (2 Tim. 4:21).

HOW DO WE APPLY

the timeless principle

J
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A Chronological Overview of the New Testament

The numbers correspond to those in Stages in the Life of Jesus and the Early Church, pages 10-11.

and restore freedom, but few expect him to arrive as a humble newborn baby.

)

2 s

M AT THE END OF THE GOSPELS

5 - 7 o
LY S 5] )

Several chronological options have been proposed, covering the length
of Jesus’s public ministry and the timing of his death and resurrection
(AD 30 or 33). This overview mostly follows Dr. Harold Hoehner’s chronology.

210

... we meet a Messiah whose kingdom is not of this world. Having died and
risen, he lays its foundation, promises his disciples the Holy Spirit as their
Helper, and sends them out to proclaim the gospel throughout the world.

Jesus raises Jesus meets

Timeline «

18 19 20
R

14 15 16 17

e

12&13

6
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The birth of l l in parables 5,000 Mary Great Commission
Jesus in
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(c. 7-4 BC) JESUS AN The ascension
Jesus to Egypt JOHN THE BAPTIST ‘ D 32 Jesus in AD 33 of Jesus
Jesus at the age Jesus is L silence

of 12 in the temple AD 30 i Jesusin Jesus Jesus in Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem at Passover (IV)
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u Statistical
consultant:
How the Gospels Harmonize (6)
The Gospel writers chose to emphasize different aspects of Jesus’s life in their accounts. Percentage of
Here is how they organized their material. material in stage/
. . . Number of verses
Reading and comparing the Gospels horizontally
Distribution of the Gospels in MATTHEW MARK LUKE JOHN
each stage. E—
1. Birth and Childhood 213 22.5%/48 0.0%/0 69.0%/147 8.5%/18
4-7 BC-AD 29 verses
2. Initial Ministry 108 25.9%/28 12.0%/13 31.5%/34 30.6%/33
4 months, Jan.-April AD 30 verses [ ]
3. Early Judean Ministry 108 0.9%/1 0.9%/1 2.8%/3 95.4%/103
8 months, May-Dec. AD 30 verses
4. Early Galilean Ministry 171 21.6%/37 31.0%/53 40.4%/69 7.0%/12
4 months, Jan.—April AD 31 verses
5. Mid-Galilean Ministry 884 44.2%/391 23.0%/203 19.5%/172 13.3%/118
12 months, May AD 31-May 32 verses
6. Late Galilean Ministry 265 41.9%/111 37.7%/100 17.0%/45 3.4%/9
6 months, May-Oct. AD 32  verses I
7. Late Judean Ministry 358 0.0%/0 0.0%/0 49.2%/176 50.8%/182
3 months, Nov. AD 32-Jan. 33 verses
- 16.3%/64 13.3%/52 55.9%/219 14.5%/57
8. Late Perean Ministry 392
3 months, Feb.~April AD 33 verses I
9. The Last Passover 1,120 32.9%/368 20.6%/231 20.6%/231 22.9%/290
One week, April AD 33 verses [ ]
10. Post-Resurrection 149 13.4%/20 13.4%/20 35.6%/53 37.6%/56
40 days, April-May AD 33  verses
Total: 28.3% 17.9% 30.5% 23.3%
Reading and comparing the Gospels vertically
Distribution of the stages in each MATTHEW MARK LUKE JOHN
Gospel. 1,088 verses 673 verses 1,149 verses 878 verses
. . —
1. Birth and Childhood  5.6% i 4.5% 0% 12.8% 21%
Total: 213 verses
2. Initial Ministry 2.9% 2.6% 1.9% | I 2.9% 3.8%
Total: 108 verses
3. Early Judean Ministry 2.9% Th . 0.1% 0.1% 0.3% 11.7%
Total: 108 verses ofenﬁ’;?g,?;t'%n
4. Early Galilean Ministry 4.5% ti}lhslss %%isopr;:n 3.5% 7.9% 6.0% 1.4%
Total: 171 verses L
5. Mid-Galilean Ministry 23.5% L 36.6% 30.2% 15.0% 13.4%
Total: 884 verses L
6. Late Galilean Ministry 7.0% 10.4% 14.9% 3.9% 1.0%
Total: 265 verses L]
7. Late Judean Ministry ~ 9-5% I 0% 0% 15.3% 20.7%
Total: 358 verses
8. Late Perean M|n|stry 10.4% D 6.0% 7.7% 19.1% 6.5%
Total: 392 verses
9. The Last Passover 29.7% U 34.4% 34.3% 20.1% 33.0%
Total: 1,120 verses
10. Post-Resurrection 4.0% I 1.9% 3.0% 4.6% - 6.4%
Total: 149 verses o n -
7
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Sixteen Writers of the New Testament
MATTHEW TIMOTHY
Book: Gospel of Matthew. The Gos- Books: 2 Corinthians, Philippians,
pel is anonymous, but there is strong Colossians, and Philemon, possibly
support for the apostle Matthew being also 1 & 2 Thessalonians. A disciple
the author. In the second and third of Paul and one of his closest asso-
centuries, Irenaeus, Papias, and Euse- ciates (2 Tim. 1:2). Was the scribe for
bius supported Matthew’s authorship. many of his letters.
MARK (JOHN MARK) SILAS (SILVANUS)
Book: Gospel of Mark. The Gospel is Books: 1 & 2 Thessalonians, and
anonymous, but there is strong sup- 1 Peter. The scribe for the letters to
port in extra-biblical sources pointing the Thessalonians is not named, but
to John Mark (Acts 12:25) as the Silas is a strong contender (1 Thess.
author (Polycarp, Papias, and others). 1:1-2; 2 Thess. 1:1). Peter mentions
Peter is seen as the apostolic source. Silas helped him (1 Peter 5:12).
LUKE JAMES
Books: Gospel of Luke and Acts. Book: James. Named in the
Some think he may have been the introduction as the author: “James,
scribe for 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus a slave ... of Jesus Christ” (James
(“only” 2 Tim. 4:11). The Gospel is 1:1). Likely Jesus’s half-brother (Mark
anonymous, but strong extra-biblical 6:33). Supported by extra-biblical
support exists for Luke’s authorship. sources, like Origen in third century.
JOHN PETER
Books: Gospel of John, 1, 2, & 3 John, Books: 1 & 2 Peter. The introduction
Revelation. The Gospel is anonymous, identifies the author: “From Peter,
but there is strong support in extra- an apostle of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter
biblical sources for John being the 1:1; 2 Peter 1:1). The difference in
author (Irenaeus). “We” in John 21:24 writing style between the two letters
suggests he may have had a scribe. suggests the use of different scribes.
PAUL PROCORUS
Books: Majority of NT letters. Thirteen Books: Gospel of John, possibly
name Paul as author: Romans, 1 & Revelation. “We” (John 21:24) sug-
2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, gests a scribe was involved. Accord-
Philippians, Colossians, 1 & 2 Thes- ing to apocryphal tradition, Procorus,
salonians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, and one of the first deacons (Acts 6:5),
Philemon. He used several scribes. was John’s scribe.
TERTIUS JUDE
Book: Romans. “I, Tertius ... the Book: Jude. The author named in
one writing this letter for Paul” (Rom the introduction is “Jude ... a brother
16:22). All we know from the NT of James” (Jude 1). He is most likely
is that he was Paul’s scribe. Later the half-brother of Jesus (“Judas”
tradition says he was among the 70 Matt. 13:55), which also makes him
disciples Jesus sent out (Luke 10:1). James’s brother.
SOSTHENES POSSIBLY THREE OTHERS
Book: 1 Corinthians. The introduction Mark 16:8-20 and John 7:53-8:11
can be seen as a presentation: “From might be later additions to the
Paul ... and our brother Sosthenes” books by two unknown authors. The
(1 Cor. 1:1, see Acts 18:17). Paul’s author of Hebrews is also unknown
personal greeting at the end shows he to us but was known to the letter’s
used a scribe, Sosthenes (16:21). recipients (Heb. 13:19, 22-23).
8
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