
• 
I 

A Step-by-Step Guide 
to the 

NEW liESJAMENli 

© 2026 Rose Publishing,  
an imprint of Tyndale  
House Publishers

This free eChart is taken from the book Visual Bible Charts: New Testament (ISBN  979-8-4005-0971-1) 
This book gives readers a panoramic view of the New Testament, while offering fascinating details into 
historical events, people, and locations of the New Testament. It explains and clarifies Scripture by visually 
structuring and summarizing the material.



Introduction to the New Testament 
Interpreting the New Testament ............................................... 5 
Structure of the New Testament ............................................... 6 
When the New Testament Was Written ..................................... 7 
Two Ways to Read the New Testament ..................................... 8 
Applying the New Testament.................................................... 9 

Gospel Background 
Stages in the Life of Jesus ..................................................... 10 
Stages in the Life of the Early Church .................................... 11 
A Chronological Overview of the New Testament .................... 12 
Israel in Jesus’s Day .............................................................. 14 
The Geography of the Gospels ............................................... 15 
Jerusalem in Jesus’s Day ...................................................... 16 
Cross Sections of Israel’s Geography ..................................... 17 
The Jordan River: Headwaters to Dead Sea ........................... 18 
Israel under Roman Rule ....................................................... 19 
How the Gospels Harmonize .................................................. 20  
An Overview of Jesus’s Life ................................................... 26 
A Comparison of the Gospels ................................................. 27 
Sixteen Writers in the New Testament .................................... 28 
What the Bible Teaches about Jesus Christ ............................ 29 
Forty-Five Prophecies about Jesus ........................................ 30 
Sixty-Four Days in Jesus’s Life  ............................................. 31  

The Gospels 
Matthew ................................................................................ 34 
Reading a Thematic Gospel ................................................... 35 
Mark ..................................................................................... 36 
Seeing Peter as Mark’s Source .............................................. 37 
Luke ...................................................................................... 38 
Doctor Luke’s Medical Notes ................................................. 39 
John ...................................................................................... 40 
Signs, Words, and Testimonies ............................................... 41 
Dating Jesus’s Birth and Death .............................................. 42 
Jesus and His Earthly Family ................................................. 43 
Elizabeth and Mary: Chosen by God ....................................... 44 
Bethlehem: Where Jesus Was Born ........................................ 45 
We Saw His Star .................................................................... 46 
Christmas Story Fact-Checking .............................................. 47 
The Silent Years: Jesus Grows Up .......................................... 48 
An Overview of John the Baptist’s Life ................................... 49 
Different Views of Baptism ..................................................... 50 
Jesus Is Tempted by the Devil ................................................ 51 
Jesus’s Three Years of Public Ministry ................................... 52 
A Conversation in the Early Hours .......................................... 53 
Four Truths from “the Gospel in a Nutshell”............................ 54 
The Woman at the Well .......................................................... 55 
Jesus Relocates to Capernaum .............................................. 56 
The Man Lowered through the Roof ....................................... 57 
Jesus Debates the Sabbath ................................................... 58 
Seasons in the New Testament .............................................. 59 
Fourteen New Testament Apostles ......................................... 60 
Jesus and His Disciples ......................................................... 61 
Interpreting the Sermon on the Mount ................................... 62 
The Sermons on the Mountain and the Plain .......................... 63 
The Prayer Jesus Taught ........................................................ 64 

The Day Jesus Did Not Heal Everyone.................................... 65 
Jesus Heals a Centurion’s Servant ......................................... 66 
When Jesus Calms the Storm ................................................ 67 
Revenge on the Dance Floor .................................................. 68 
When Jesus Was Stopped in His Tracks ................................. 69 
Herod the Great’s Family Tree ................................................ 70 
All the Miracles Jesus Performed ........................................... 71 
When Jesus Fed the Multitudes—Twice ................................ 72 
Jesus Makes Footprints on the Water .................................... 73 
All the Parables Jesus Told .................................................... 74 
Parables: How Do We Interpret Them? ................................... 75 
Men and Women in the Gospel of Luke .................................. 76 
Jesus’s Active Triangle........................................................... 77 
Four Time Jesus Withdrew ..................................................... 78 
Peter’s Confession of the Messiah ... ..................................... 79 
Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration ................................... 80 
The Woman Caught in Adultery .............................................. 81 
Attacks of Religious Leaders .................................................. 82 
Fourteen Rulers in the New Testament ................................... 83 
Who Exactly Is My Neighbor? ................................................. 84 
Fourteen Groups in Jesus’s Day ............................................. 85 
Thousands of People around Jesus ........................................ 86 
Jesus and the Children .......................................................... 87 
What Does it Cost to Be a Disciple? ....................................... 88 
How Did Jesus Teach? ........................................................... 89 
What We Can Learn from Jesus’s Prayers .............................. 90 
What We Can Learn from Jesus’s Miracles ............................ 91 
The Feasts of the New Testament .......................................... 92 
Jesus Raises Lazarus ............................................................ 93 
Bartimaeus and Zacchaeus in Jericho ................................... 94 
Holy Week: Day by Day .......................................................... 95 
The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem ....................................... 96 
Jesus and the Great Debate ................................................... 97 
The Disciples’ Questions about the Future ............................. 98 
The Last Night in the Upper Room ......................................... 99 
The Conversation in the Upper Room ................................... 100 
Different Views of Communion ............................................. 101 
Toward Gethsemane: Through the Night .............................. 102 
The Betrayal in the Garden of Gethsemane .......................... 103 
Jesus Is Sentenced to Death................................................ 104 
Via Dolorosa: The Road to the Cross..................................... 105 
Where Was the Road to Calvary? ......................................... 106 
The Cross: The Cruelest Death ............................................. 107 
Jesus’s Six Hours on the Cross ............................................ 108 
The People around Jesus’s Cross ........................................ 109 
Why Did Jesus Have to Die? ................................................ 110 
What Happened When Jesus Died?...................................... 111 
Golgotha and the Tomb of Jesus .......................................... 112 
The Alternative Burial Site .................................................... 113 
Those Who Saw Jesus Resurrected ..................................... 114 
The Conversation on the Road to Emmaus ........................... 115 
What Jesus Talked about on the Road to Emmaus ............... 116 
The Four Pillars of the Great Commission ............................ 118 
Why the Resurrection Is So Important .................................. 119 
Jesus Ascends to Heaven ... ................................................ 120 

Contents

© 2026 Rose Publishing,  
an imprint of Tyndale  
House Publishers

This free eChart is taken from the book Visual Bible Charts: New Testament (ISBN  979-8-4005-0971-1) 
This book gives readers a panoramic view of the New Testament, while offering fascinating details into 
historical events, people, and locations of the New Testament. It explains and clarifies Scripture by visually 
structuring and summarizing the material.



The Book of Acts 
Acts of the Apostles ............................................................. 121 
Pentecost and the Baptism of the Spirit  .............................. 122 
The First Two Years in Jerusalem ......................................... 123 
Seven Deacons Are Elected ................................................. 124 
On to Judea and Samaria .................................................... 125 
The Greatest Sinner Is Saved ............................................... 126 
All the Sermons in the Book of Acts ..................................... 127 
All of the Miracles in Acts .................................................... 128 
Taking the Gospel to Asia Minor ........................................... 129 
Taking the Gospel to Athens and Corinth .............................. 130 
Athens in Paul’s Day ............................................................ 131 
Using Ephesus as a Base ..................................................... 132 
Ephesus in Paul’s Day ......................................................... 133 
Events in Caesarea by the Sea ............................................. 134 
Through the Storm to Rome ................................................. 135 
Fourteen Disciples Who Followed Paul ................................. 136 
An Overview of Paul’s Life ................................................... 137 

Paul’s Letters 
An Overview of Paul’s Thirteen Letters ................................. 138 
Four Major Themes of the Letters ........................................ 139 
All the Letters in the New Testament .................................... 140 
How to Interpret the Letters ................................................. 142 
Romans ............................................................................... 143 
The Path to Faith in Romans ................................................ 144 
What It Means to Come to Faith ........................................... 145 
The Pillars of the Christian Life ............................................ 146 
Balancing the Christian Life ................................................. 147 
Views on Israel and the Church ............................................ 148 
First Corinthians .................................................................. 149 
Problems in the Corinthian Church ....................................... 150 
Six Questions to Paul in 1 Corinthians .................................. 151 
About the Gifts of the Spirit .................................................. 152 
Love: What It Is and What It Is Not ........................................ 153 
Second Corinthians.............................................................. 154 
Paul and All the Corinthian Letters ....................................... 155 
Seven Images of the Believer............................................... 156 
Paul’s Trials and Tribulations ................................................ 157 
Galatians ............................................................................. 158 
Who Exactly Were the Galatians? ......................................... 159 
Paul’s Words on God’s Grace ............................................... 160 
Five Different Meanings of “Law” ........................................ 161 
Nine Aspects of the Fruit of the Spirit ................................... 162 
Ephesians ............................................................................ 163 
What We Have “in Christ” .................................................... 164 
Nine Images of the Church .................................................. 165 
The Whole Armor of God ...................................................... 166 
Philippians ........................................................................... 167 
Philippi in Paul’s Day ........................................................... 168 
Doctrines and Heresies about Jesus .................................... 169 
Colossians ........................................................................... 170 
The Shadows and the Reality ............................................... 171 
Heresies in the Early Church  ............................................... 172 
First Thessalonians .............................................................. 173 
What Happens when Jesus Returns? ................................... 174 

Three Approaches to the End Times ..................................... 175 
Second Thessalonians ......................................................... 176 
What Misled the Thessalonians? .......................................... 177 
First Timothy........................................................................ 178 
An Overview of Timothy’s Life .............................................. 179 
Paul’s Journeys after the Book of Acts ................................. 180 
Twenty Criteria for Leadership ............................................. 181 
Second Timothy ................................................................... 182 
Paul’s Words in the Waiting Room of Death .......................... 183 
The Origin and Purpose of Scripture .................................... 184 
Titus .................................................................................... 185 
Doing Good Deeds ............................................................... 186 
Crete and Other Mediterranean Islands ................................ 187 
Philemon ............................................................................. 188 
The Story of the Slave Onesimus ......................................... 189 

The General Letters and Revelation 
Overview of the General Letters ........................................... 190 
Hebrews .............................................................................. 191 
Who Wrote Hebrews? .......................................................... 192 
Jesus Is Bigger, Better, Greater ............................................ 193 
Different Stages in the Christian Life .................................... 194 
A Gallery of Heroes of the Faith  ........................................... 195 
James ................................................................................. 196 
Clothing in Biblical Times ..................................................... 197 
Theology of the Tongue and Face ......................................... 198 
First Peter ............................................................................ 199 
An Overview of Peter’s Life .................................................. 200 
To Whom Did Jesus Preach? ................................................ 201 
Second Peter ....................................................................... 202 
The Signs of False Teachers ................................................ 203 
Some Troublemakers in the New Testament ......................... 204 
First John ............................................................................ 205 
An Overview of John’s Life .................................................. 206 
Do Not Love This World ........................................................ 207 
Second John ....................................................................... 208 
How Love, Truth, and Obedience Are Connected................... 209 
Third John ........................................................................... 210 
Don’t Follow Bad Examples ... .............................................. 211 
Jude .................................................................................... 212 
The Way Down and the Way Up ........................................... 213 
Revelation ........................................................................... 214 
Five Ways of Interpreting Revelation .................................... 215 
How to Interpret Revelation ................................................. 216 
The Seven Churches in Revelation ....................................... 217 
Letters to the Seven Churches ............................................. 218 
Imagery in the Book of Revelation ....................................... 219 
What (Almost) Everyone Agrees On ...................................... 220 

Summary 
The New Testament: Book by Book ...................................... 221 
Three Aspects of Spiritual Maturity ...................................... 222 
How to Grow a Christian Character ...................................... 223 
Comparing the Beginning and the End ................................. 224 

Contents

© 2026 Rose Publishing,  
an imprint of Tyndale  
House Publishers

This free eChart is taken from the book Visual Bible Charts: New Testament (ISBN  979-8-4005-0971-1) 
This book gives readers a panoramic view of the New Testament, while offering fascinating details into 
historical events, people, and locations of the New Testament. It explains and clarifies Scripture by visually 
structuring and summarizing the material.



5

Interpreting the New Testament
The transition from the old covenant to the new is not found between Malachi and 
Matthew. It happens at Jesus’s death and resurrection. The Gospels and Acts are 
historical books that describe the transition between the old and new covenants. Here 
are seven important things to keep in mind when reading the New Testament. 

Jesus changes his 
focus from the people 

to his disciples.

The church shifts 
focus from the Jews 

to all people.
Acts 14

Matt. 12 Matt. 13

Acts 15

Old Testament

Old Testament

Looks forward
Looks backward Looks forward TransitionPeriod

More Clarity

Clarified

Gospels

Acts

Epistles

Old Covenant

New Covenant

New Testament

“These rules are only shadows of the reality yet to come.

And Christ himself is that reality” (Col. 2:17).

The Old 
Testament under 
the Old Covenant
�•�The�Old�Testament�
anticipates a hopeful 
future. 
•�The�covenants�with�
Abraham and Moses 
show the people’s 
relationship with 
God, but also that 
they couldn’t live up 
to his standard.
•�The�promise�of�a�
new covenant points 
forward to some-
thing better (Jer. 
31:31–34).

The New 
Testament under 
the New Covenant
The new covenant is of a  
different�nature�than�the�old.�It�
promises changed hearts (Heb. 
8:6–13). 

Whole Bible 
is inspired  

The entire text 
of the Bible is 
equally God’s 
Word. Jesus’s 
words do not 
have a higher 
status than 
other parts.

Nothing less than the death 
of Christ was the close of the 
Old [Covenant]. Nothing less 
than His resurrection from 
the dead,… the opening of 

the New. (Andrew Murray)

11 22 33 44 55 66 77

     “The day is 
coming,” says 
the Lord, “when 
I will make a 
new covenant 
with the people 
of Israel and 
Judah” (Jer. 
31:31).

1     “Don’t mis- 
understand 
why I have 
come. I did not 
come to abol-
ish the law ... 
No, I came to 
accomplish 
their purpose” 
(Matt. 5:17).

2      “The Spirit 
had not yet 
been given, 
because Jesus 
had not yet 
entered into his 
glory” (John 
7:39).

3      “When the 
Spirit of truth 
comes, he will 
guide you into 
all truth” 
(John 
16:13).

4      “For it 
seemed good 
to the Holy 
Spirit and to us 
to lay no greater 
burden on you 
than these few 
requirements” 
(Acts 15:28).

4     “Everyone 
present was 
filled with the 
Holy Spirit and 
began speak-
ing in other 
languages”
 (Acts 2:4).

3     “This cup 
is the new 
covenant 
between 
God and his 
people” (Luke 
22:20).

1

 Epistles  
 written first  

Most of the 
letters (epistles) 
were written 
before the 
Gospels were. 
The teaching 
did not come 
afterward.

 Know the 
type of text  

The narrative 
texts (stories)
only describe 
what happened. 
This doesn’t 
mean that we 
must imitate all 
of the events.

The author’s 
intention  

Ask: What did 
the author want 
his original au-
dience to know, 
believe, and 
do? We want to 
agree with the 
author’s intent.

Read in 
context  

The texts were 
not written in a 
vacuum. They 
must be un-
derstood in the 
context in  
which they  
were written. 

Understand 
then apply  

First ask what 
the text means. 
Once�you�have�
identified�the�
author’s intent, 
then you can 
ask what it 
means for you.

No secret 
codes 

God’s message 
is what the au-
thor wrote. The 
Bible was not 
written in secret 
messages or 
codes (2 Cor. 
1:13).

Examples of the transition
from the Old Testament to

the New Testament

The New 
Testament under 
the Old Covenant
•�Jesus�was�born�under�the�
old covenant. He came to the 
Jews as the Messiah.
�•�They�rejected�him.�He�turned�
to his disciples and taught 
them about what would come.
•�The�new�covenant�is�inau-
gurated with the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. The 
Gospels describe this transi-
tional period.

     “When you
are directed 
by the Spirit, 
you are 
not under 
obligation 
to the law of 
Moses” (Gal. 
5:18).

2
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Structure of the New Testament
The New Testament has 27 books:
•  Historical Books—the four Gospels 
and Acts (5)
•  Letters (Epistles)—usually split into 
two groups: Paul’s letters (13) and the 
general letters (8), a total of 21
•  Prophetic Literature—Revelation (1)
New Testament Records
• Shortest book:
3 John (minimum word count 219*—15 verses)
2 John (minimum number of verses 13—245 
words)
• Longest book: 
Luke (19,482 words—1,149 verses)
• Shortest chapter: 
Revelation 15 (minimum word count 217)
• Longest chapter: Luke 1 (80 verses)
• Shortest verses: Luke 20:30 (12 letters);  
1 Thessalonians 5:16 (14); John 11:35 (16)
• Longest verse: Revelation 20:4 (58 words)
• The book in the middle: 2 Thessalonians
• The chapter in the middle: Romans 13
• Middle verse: Acts 17:17
• Average in the NT:
On�average,�a�book� 
has 255 verses.

Three ways of categorizing the 
New Testament Letters
1. By Author
13 letters from Paul
3 letters from John
2 letters from Peter
3 letters from other people
2. By Recipient
16 letters to churches
5 letters to individuals
(2 John was probably written to a 
church and 3 John was probably 
written to an individual.)
3. By Theme
4 letters primarily about the Savior
4 letters primarily about salvation
8 letters primarily about the 
church
5 letters primarily about the future
   The author of Hebrews is 
unknown. Some believe that it 
was written by Paul or someone 
close to him such as Barnabas, 
Apollos, or Luke. The letter does 
have Pauline features.

Author: The 
apostle John

Authors:
The apostle Peter 
or his disciple Mark

Authors:
The apostle Paul or 
his disciple Luke

Historical 
books (5)

Letters (21)

Authors:
The apostle Matthew
or another author
from a Jewish
background

Prophetic
book (1)

Philemon

Titus

2 Timothy

1 Timothy

2 Thessalonians
1 Thessalonians

Colossians
Philemon
Ephesians
Galatians

2 Corinthians1 Corinthians
Romans

Acts

Jude
James

2 Peter
Revelation

3 John
2 John
1 John

John

Luke

Mark

Matthew

1 Peter

Hebrews

Books with the 
same color are 
connected to 
each other.

* All counts (words and letters) are based on the Greek text Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum Graece version 27.

The New Testament Book by Book
Book Chapters Verses

1 Matthew 26 1,068 
2 Mark 16 673
3 Luke 24 1,149
4 John 21 878
5 Acts 28 1,002
6 Romans 16 432
7 1 Corinthians 16 437
8 2 Corinthians 13 256
9 Galatians 6 149

Book Chapters Verses
10 Ephesians 6 155
11 Philippians 4 104
12 Colossians 4 95
13 1 Thessalonians 5 89
14 2 Thessalonians 3 47
15 1 Timothy 6 113
16 2 Timothy 4 83
17 Titus 3 46
18 Philemon 1 25

Book Chapters Verses
19 Hebrews 13 303
20 James 5 108
21 1 Peter 5 105
22 2 Peter 3 61
23 1 John 5 105
24 2 John 1 13
25 3 John 1 15
26 Jude 1 25
27 Revelation 22 404

© 2026 Rose Publishing,  
an imprint of Tyndale  
House Publishers

This free eChart is taken from the book Visual Bible Charts: New Testament (ISBN  979-8-4005-0971-1) 
This book gives readers a panoramic view of the New Testament, while offering fascinating details into 
historical events, people, and locations of the New Testament. It explains and clarifies Scripture by visually 
structuring and summarizing the material.



3
7

AD 90AD 70AD 50AD 30AD 10

55–68

55–65

58–64

80–90

62–64

56–57

55–56

56–57

60–61

60–61

51–52

51–52

62–66

62–66

66–67

60–61

62–65

60–80

85–95

85–95

85–95

94–96

64–67

64–68

44–49

61–62

53–5648–49

Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

Acts

Romans

1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians

Galatians

Ephesians

Philippians

Colossians

1 Thessalonians

2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy

2 Timothy

Titus

Philemon

Hebrews

James

1 Peter

2 Peter

1 John

2 John

3 John

Jude

Revelation

Nero’s persecution 
AD 64

Jesus’s
death 
AD 33

Luke written 
before Acts 

(see Acts 1:1)
Time period 
described in 

the book
Destruction 
of the temple
AD 70

Two theories
on the dating  
of Galatians

Domitian’s
persecution
AD 93

Paul is executed 
about AD 67

Paul
imprisoned
in Rome
AD 60–62

Peter 
executed
about 
AD 67

Jude cites 2 Peter 
(or vice versa)

Possibly the 
oldest book 
in the New 
Testament

The dates indicate the 
time span within which 
the book was probably 
written. This does not 
mean that the writing 
took place throughout

the entire period.

The New Testament 
was written over a period 

of about fifty years.

Clues for Determining Dates
1. Luke and Acts are linked  
They have the same author (Luke 1:1–4; 
Acts 1:1), so the books date each other.
2. Parallels between Scriptures  
Peter mentions Paul’s letters and  
there are parallels between events  
in Acts and Paul’s letters. 
3. Persecution under Emperor Nero  
Rome burned in AD 64, which led to 
Nero’s persecution of Christians.  
Possible background to Hebrews.
4. Destruction of the temple
The Romans captured Jerusalem and 
destroyed the temple in AD 70. Biblical  
texts that mention its future destruction  
were written earlier.
5. Persecution under Emperor Domitian  
Domitian persecuted Christians who 
would not worship the Roman gods. 
Probable reason for John’s exile (Rev. 1:9). 
6. References by the church fathers  
Early church fathers cite and refer to dates 
of New Testament books and letters. This 
helps in dating the books.

When the New Testament Was Written
When to date some of the New Testament books is debated. The dating of the Gospels is particularly 
uncertain, and there are many theories. This chart shows possible time frames for the writing of each book.
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11 22
33

Look at                   The big picture The details

Focus                      Chapters, 
whole books, longer 
passages. Read the  
book in one sitting.

Words,�concepts,�and�different�
verses. Read short passages 
several times. Look for the  
details in the stories and the 
reasoning.

Examine  
the text

Look for the plot, main 
ideas, and outline.

Look at phrasing, word choice, 
and grammar.

Look for Development  
and trends

Nuances and theological 
clarifications

Ask questions 1. What is the main idea 
of the book or section?
2. How does the author 
develop his main idea?
3. How is the book or 
section structured? 

1. What is the meaning of this 
word?
2. How do the sentences tie 
together?
3. How is the argument 
structured?

Methods Learn lessons from events 
and structures.

Draw conclusions from 
arguments and teachings.

Learn from 
the other 
approach

The microscopic view 
gives the conclusions 
of the telescopic view a 
more detailed content.

The telescopic view gives 
an overall context for the 
details discovered through the 
microscopic view.

Perspective Like an eagle in  
the sky.

    Like an ant on  
      the ground.

DETAIL

OVERVIEW OVERVIEW

With the telescope, 
you stand at a 
distance and 
look at the
big picture.

8

How do we go about reading and studying a book of the Bible?
To apply the text is to show the

relevance of the text. Application 
must always grow out of the text 

and stay in harmony
with its intended

meaning.

The micro-
scope lets 
you get  
close and 
look at the 
details.

The key to studying a book of the Bible is to 
see the relationship between the telescopic 
perspective and the microscopic
perspective. Here is  
one way you  
can visual-  
ize it.

OBSERVE THE
INDIVIDUAL PARTS 
Explore�the�different�parts�
using the microscopic view. 
Ask: How does each part 
contribute to the whole?

22
JOIN THE PARTS  
TOGETHER TO 
MAKE A WHOLE
Return to the telescopic 
view and put the parts 
together. Ask yourself: 
What is the author’s 
overall argument? What 
do I understand now 
that�I�didn’t�when�I�first�
read it? 

33
DO AN  
OVERVIEW
Get a grip on 
the big picture. 
Go through
the book
from start
to�finish.

11

Read with a telescope ...

Two Ways to Read the New Testament
Bible�reading�can�be�done�from�different�starting�points.�Two�common�approaches�are�(1)�seeing�the�whole�
(the synthetic method) and (2) looking at the details (the analytic method). 

Suggested order of study

 ...and a microscope
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TIM
E BOUND APPLIED

TIMELESS

9

Applying the New Testament

WHAT DID THE 
TEXT MEAN TO 
THE ORIGINAL 
RECIPIENTS?
Interpretation works 
to determine what 
the author intended 
to say to the people 
to whom the text 
was originally ad-
dressed. It is, or can 
be,�influenced�by�
its time. We start by 
searching for what 
the text meant in its 
own time.

11
WHAT IS THE TIME-
LESS PRINCIPLE 
BEHIND WHAT THE 
TEXT SAYS?
What is a principle? 
From the Latin princip-
ium—meaning “begin-
ning, foundation, or 
basic concept.” It is 
what constitutes the 
ultimate basis or cause 
of something; a general 
rule that guides practical 
actions. Here, we ask 
the question: What is the 
underlying cause—the 
fundamental principle—
in the text that points 
to the actions that it 
promotes?

22
HOW DO WE APPLY 
THE PRINCIPLE 
IN OUR OWN 
CONTEXT?
The�final�step�is�to�
ask how we apply 
the timeless principle 
to our day and age 
and in our own lives. 
While the applica-
tions are sometimes 
the same as in the 
text, at times they 
differ,�as�the�appli-
cation can be tied to 
its time.

33

THENTHEN NOWNOW

Absolute Moral 
Imperatives

We encounter time-
less exhortations that 
apply in all situations 
and in all times. 
• Dealing with them: 
The timeless principles 
challenge us and call 
us to obedience in 
action.
• Example: “Stop tell-
ing lies. Let us tell our 
neighbors the truth” 
(Eph. 4:25). This also 
applies to all of us.

11Start from  
the text 

What does this actu-
ally mean? How can I 
understand its mean-
ing? You must be able 
to trace the applica-
tion to the text(s) on 
which it is based.  
• Danger: Jumping 
immediately from your 
observations to an 
application.  
• Example:�In�the�first�
century, Paul instructs 
the believers in Thes-
salonica to stay away 
from all kinds of evil  
(1 Thess. 5:22).

22 Application (I)— 
Find the principle  

Next is to look for the 
timeless underlying 
principle. Why does 
the Bible say this? Dif-
ferent�difficulties�come�
up when interpreting 
different�types�of�text.� 
• Danger: Not dis-
tinguishing between 
what is timeless and 
what�is�specific�to�its�
time period. 
• Example: All be- 
lievers at all times 
should stay away from 
all evil is the principle 
behind 1 Thess. 5:22.

33 Application (II)— 
Make it personal 

The third step is to 
ask: How does the 
timeless principle 
apply to me today? 
It is about looking for 
the implications of the 
biblical text. 
• Danger: Allowing the 
spirit of the times to 
influence�me,�to�color�
my conclusions.  
• Example: Since all 
believers at all times 
should stay away from 
all evil, as a believer I 
should also stay away 
from all evil. 

44 Application (III)— 
Make it practical 

The�final�step�is�to�
ask: How can I put this 
truth into practice in 
my everyday life? It’s 
about taking practical 
steps here that help 
me put the meaning 
of the Bible text into 
everyday life. 
• Danger: Not being 
concrete enough. 
• Example: I make 
concrete decisions 
such as choosing 
to avoid certain TV 
programs and certain 
websites.

Application asks 
us to take that 
original inter-
pretation and 

connect it to our 
lives. Therefore, 
each person may 
have a different 

application stem-
ming from the same 
interpretation. Fur-
thermore, one might 

come back to the 
same passage some 
time later and find a 
completely different 
application because 
their life situation 

has changed.
(Ken Carson)

Four steps toward a sound application

Different types of applications to consider
11 22 33 44

Moving from interpretation to 
application always involves a few 
specific�steps.�This�is 
how it works— 
step by 
step.

Application is always based on a 
sound interpretation of the text. A 

text has only one inter- 
pretation but it can have 

several�different�
applications.

General 
Principles

We encounter funda-
mental truths in the 
text. These are not 
direct exhortations, 
but guiding principles 
and beliefs.
• Dealing with them: 
We must under- 
stand the implica- 
tions of what they 
mean in our context.
• Example: “Share 
each other’s burdens” 
(Gal. 6:2).

Standardizing 
Patterns

Look for examples in 
the text of how people 
act or reason. From 
them we can draw 
valid principles. 
• Dealing with them:  
  We should consider  
  if the principle  
  might apply to us.
  • Example: After one  
  parable, Jesus tells a  
 man to “go and do the 
same” (Luke 10:37). 
Does this apply to us?

Time Bound 
Applications

We will also encounter 
principles or exhor-
tations addressed 
to�people�in�specific�
situations.
• Dealing with them:  
In these cases, it is 
difficult�to�find�any�
timeless principles to 
apply to ourselves. 
• Example: Paul’s 
specific�instructions�to�
Timothy do not apply 
to us (2 Tim. 4:21).
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    AT THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPELS
... we meet a people under Roman occupation. Many religious leaders have 
compromised their faith for power. There is hope that the Messiah will appear 
and restore freedom, but few expect him to arrive as a humble newborn baby.

    AT THE BEGINNING OF ACTS
... we meet a small group of eleven bewildered disciples, all of 
whom have abandoned or denied Jesus, now huddled with a few 
other men and women in a secluded upstairs room in Jerusalem.
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A Chronological Overview of the New              Testament
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Jesus  
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Jesus 
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Jesus in 
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Jesus in 
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PETER
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Jesus calls 
four disci-
ples (Peter, 

Andrew, John, 
and James), 

and later Levi 
(Matthew)
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MARY
The virgin who

became the mother 

of the Son of God

STEPHEN 
Became 
the�first�
martyr

PHILIP
Deacon who be- 

came a pioneer 
missionary

PAUL
The persecutor 

who became a 
preacher

JOHN THE 
BAPTIST

The forerunner  

of the Messiah

NICODEMUS 
Pharisee who

became a disciple 
of Jesus

BARNABAS 
The link 

between Peter 
and Paul

PETER 
Was entrusted 

with leading  
the church

ANDREW
One�of�the�firs

t�
four disciples
to be called

Jesus’s death 
and resurrection

Pentecost

Stephen is  
martyred.

Paul's  
conversion

Paul in  
Jerusalem (I)

Peter 
preaches to
the gentiles

Paul in Jeru-
salem (II)

James  
is

martyred.

Paul travels 
to Antioch.

Paul to 
Europe

Paul in Jerusalem 
(IV) and Antioch

Paul 
in Corinth

Paul prisoner
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Paul to
Antioch

Paul in Athens 
and Corinth 

Paul in 
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Paul in 
Arabia and
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Paul to
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The Council of  
Jerusalem (III)

Paul in
Galatia
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Paul to
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Paul to  
Jeru salem (V)

Paul’s journey
to Rome
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    2          3, 4       5, 6, 7

James 1 Corinthians

Galatians
2 Thessa-

lonians

2 Corinthians

Romans

AD 30      AD 35        AD 40          AD 45            AD 50                         AD 55                         AD 60 

The numbers correspond to those in Stages in the Life of Jesus and the Early Church, pages 10–11.

The announcement 
to Mary (c. 7–6 BC)
The birth of  
John the Baptist
The birth of  
Jesus in  
Bethlehem  
(c. 7–4 BC)
Jesus to Egypt 
Jesus at the age 
of 12 in the temple 
(c. AD 6)
Jesus grows up 
in Nazareth

1 Thessa-
lonians

JESUS
God’s Son 

who became  
a man
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    AT THE END OF THE GOSPELS
... we meet a Messiah whose kingdom is not of this world. Having died and 
risen, he lays its foundation, promises his disciples the Holy Spirit as their 
Helper, and sends them out to proclaim the gospel throughout the world.

    AT THE END 
OF ACTS
... we meet a grow- 
ing church. Bold 
disciples have 
spread the gospel 
to rulers and com-
moners across 
Africa, the Middle 
East, Greece, and 
Rome, undeterred 
by opposition. 
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JAMES
John’s brother
who was later 

martyred
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A tax 

collector, also
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Martha and 

Mary
Jesus gives the
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Jesus raised 
from death

AD 32

Jesus sends 
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The ascension 
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Jesus sends 
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Jesus in 
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through 
Samaria  

to Jerusalem

Jesus is
rejected by

the religious
leadership

Peter’s
declaration  
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Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem at Passover (IV)
Jesus cleanses the temple.
Jesus in the upper room................
Jesus prays in Gethsemane.....
Jesus before Jewish leaders...............
Jesus before Roman leaders..............
Jesus is crucified and dies.........
Jesus is buried..................................

Jews want to 
stone Jesus

Jesus on 
the road to
Emmaus 

Jesus in the
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twice
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executed 

Jesus feeds  
5,000

Jesus  
withdraws
to Tyre and 
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Perea, east 
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Paul a 
prisoner in 
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Acts ends.

Paul free 
again, traveling 

around

Paul in 
prison in 

Rome again
John to 

Ephesus (?)

Revelation

3 John 
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Patmos
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Philemon

Ephesians 1 Peter 2 Timothy

Colossians 1 Timothy Hebrews
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2 Peter
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Jerusalem is destroyed
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Paul  
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in Rome
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coworker
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A doctor who
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historian

TITUS 
A Greek who
had a heart
for Corinth

JOHN 
Who received 
a revelation of
the end times
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The slave who

became
a Christian

Jesus in 
Jerusalem at
Passover (III)

Several chronological options have been proposed, covering the length  
of Jesus’s public ministry and the timing of his death and resurrection  
(AD 30 or 33). This overview mostly follows Dr. Harold Hoehner’s chronology.
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Several chronological options have been proposed, covering the length  
of Jesus’s public ministry and the timing of his death and resurrection  
(AD 30 or 33). This overview mostly follows Dr. Harold Hoehner’s chronology.
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Distribution of the stages in each 
Gospel.

How the Gospels Harmonize (6) 
The�Gospel�writers�chose�to�emphasize�different�aspects�of�Jesus’s�life�in�their�accounts.�
Here is how they organized their material.

Percentage of 
material in stage/
Number of verses

Reading and comparing the Gospels vertically

Reading and comparing the Gospels horizontally 

Statistical 
consultant: 

Josef Dagson

MATTHEW
1,088 verses

213
verses

1. Birth and Childhood
4–7 BC–AD 29

22.5%/48 0.0%/0 69.0%/147 8.5%/18

25.9%/28 12.0%/13 31.5%/34 30.6%/33

0.9%/1 0.9%/1 2.8%/3 95.4%/103

21.6%/37 31.0%/53 40.4%/69 7.0%/12

44.2%/391 23.0%/203 19.5%/172 13.3%/118

41.9%/111 37.7%/100 17.0%/45 3.4%/9

0.0%/0 0.0%/0 49.2%/176 50.8%/182

16.3%/64 13.3%/52 55.9%/219 14.5%/57

32.9%/368 20.6%/231 20.6%/231 22.9%/290

13.4%/20 13.4%/20 35.6%/53 37.6%/56

Total: 28.3% 17.9% 30.5% 23.3%

Distribution of the Gospels in 
each stage.

MARK LUKE JOHN

108
verses

2. Initial Ministry
4 months, Jan.–April AD 30

108
verses

3. Early Judean Ministry
8 months, May–Dec. AD 30

171
verses

4. Early Galilean Ministry
4 months, Jan.–April AD 31

884
verses

5. Mid-Galilean Ministry
12 months, May AD 31–May 32

265
verses

6. Late Galilean Ministry
6�months,�May–Oct.�AD�32

358
verses

7. Late Judean Ministry
3 months, Nov. AD 32–Jan. 33 

392
verses

8. Late Perean Ministry
3 months, Feb.–April AD 33

1,120
verses

9. The Last Passover
One�week,�April�AD�33

149
verses

10. Post-Resurrection
40 days, April–May AD 33

1. Birth and Childhood
Total: 213 verses

2. Initial Ministry
Total: 108 verses

3. Early Judean Ministry
Total: 108 verses

4. Early Galilean Ministry
Total: 171 verses

5. Mid-Galilean Ministry
Total: 884 verses

6. Late Galilean Ministry
Total: 265 verses

7. Late Judean Ministry
Total: 358 verses

8. Late Perean Ministry
Total: 392 verses

9. The Last Passover
Total: 1,120 verses

10. Post-Resurrection
Total: 149 verses

4.5%

2.6%

0.1%

3.5%

36.6%

10.4%

0%

6.0%

34.4%

1.9%

0%

1.9%

0.1%

7.9%

30.2%

14.9%

0%

7.7%

34.3%

3.0%

12.8%

2.9%

0.3%

6.0%

15.0%

3.9%

15.3%

19.1%

20.1%

4.6%

2.1%

3.8%

11.7%

1.4%

13.4%

1.O%

20.7%

6.5%

33.0%

6.4%

MARK
673 verses

LUKE
1,149 verses

JOHN
878 verses

5.6%

2.9%

2.9%

4.5%

23.5%

7.0%

9.5%

10.4%

29.7%

4.0%

MATTHEW

The proportion 
of material in 
this section in 

this Gospel
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Sixteen Writers of the New Testament
MATTHEW 
Book: Gospel of Matthew. The Gos-
pel is anonymous, but there is strong 
support for the apostle Matthew being 
the author. In the second and third 
centuries, Irenaeus, Papias, and Euse-
bius supported Matthew’s authorship.
MARK (JOHN MARK)
Book: Gospel of Mark. The Gospel is 
anonymous, but there is strong sup-
port in extra-biblical sources pointing 
to John Mark (Acts 12:25) as the 
author (Polycarp, Papias, and others). 
Peter is seen as the apostolic source.
LUKE
Books: Gospel of Luke and Acts. 
Some think he may have been the 
scribe for 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus 
(“only” 2 Tim. 4:11). The Gospel is 
anonymous, but strong extra-biblical 
support exists for Luke’s authorship.
JOHN
Books: Gospel of John, 1, 2, & 3 John, 
Revelation. The Gospel is anonymous, 
but there is strong support in extra- 
biblical sources for John being the 
author (Irenaeus). “We” in John 21:24 
suggests he may have had a scribe.
PAUL
Books:�Majority�of�NT�letters.�Thirteen�
name Paul as author: Romans, 1 & 
2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, 
Philippians, Colossians, 1 & 2 Thes-
salonians, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, and 
Philemon. He used several scribes. 
TERTIUS
Book: Romans. “I, Tertius ... the 
one writing this letter for Paul” (Rom 
16:22). All we know from the NT 
is that he was Paul’s scribe. Later 
tradition says he was among the 70 
disciples Jesus sent out (Luke 10:1).
SOSTHENES
Book: 1 Corinthians. The introduction 
can be seen as a presentation: “From 
Paul ... and our brother Sosthenes” 
(1 Cor. 1:1, see Acts 18:17). Paul’s 
personal greeting at the end shows he 
used a scribe, Sosthenes (16:21).

TIMOTHY 
Books: 2 Corinthians, Philippians, 
Colossians, and Philemon, possibly 
also 1 & 2 Thessalonians. A disciple 
of Paul and one of his closest asso-
ciates (2 Tim. 1:2). Was the scribe for 
many of his letters.
SILAS (SILVANUS)
Books: 1 & 2 Thessalonians, and  
1 Peter. The scribe for the letters to 
the Thessalonians is not named, but 
Silas is a strong contender (1 Thess. 
1:1–2; 2 Thess. 1:1). Peter mentions 
Silas helped him (1 Peter 5:12). 
JAMES
Book: James. Named in the 
introduction as the author: “James, 
a slave ... of Jesus Christ” (James 
1:1). Likely Jesus’s half-brother (Mark 
6:33). Supported by extra-biblical 
sources,�like�Origen�in�third�century.
PETER
Books: 1 & 2 Peter. The introduction 
identifies�the�author:�“From�Peter,�
an apostle of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 
1:1;�2�Peter�1:1).�The�difference�in�
writing style between the two letters 
suggests�the�use�of�different�scribes.
PROCORUS 
Books: Gospel of John, possibly 
Revelation. “We” (John 21:24) sug-
gests a scribe was involved. Accord-
ing to apocryphal tradition, Procorus, 
one�of�the�first�deacons�(Acts�6:5),�
was John’s scribe. 
JUDE
Book: Jude. The author named in 
the introduction is “Jude … a brother 
of James” (Jude 1). He is most likely 
the half-brother of Jesus (“Judas” 
Matt. 13:55), which also makes him 
James’s brother. 
POSSIBLY THREE OTHERS
Mark 16:8–20 and John 7:53–8:11 
might be later additions to the 
books by two unknown authors. The 
author of Hebrews is also unknown 
to us but was known to the letter’s 
recipients (Heb. 13:19, 22–23). 
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