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Did You Know . . . ? 

Old Testament
 ● Abraham lived just over 1,000 years after 

cuneiform, the earliest form of writing, was 
invented.

 ● Abraham was from the ancient city of Ur in 
southern Mesopotamia, near modern-day 
Basra, Iraq.

 ● When Moses fled Egypt, he went to the land 
of Midian, today in Saudi Arabia.

 ● The “Red Sea” that God parted for Moses 
and the Israelites may have been the Gulf 
of Suez or another large body of water near 
where the Suez Canal is today.

 ● Ruth was from the land of Moab, today in 
Jordan, east of the Dead Sea.

 ● The ark of the covenant was likely destroyed 
by Babylon with the temple, but in 
Revelation 11:19 John writes about seeing it 
in his vision of God’s temple.

 ● The rule of the Mayans in Central America 
began during the same time in history as 
King David’s reign in Israel.

 ● Water still flows through Hezekiah’s Tunnel, 
thought to have been dug during the eighth 
century bc or earlier.

 ● God sent Jonah to preach in Nineveh, which 
lies on the outskirts of the modern-day city 
of Mosul, Iraq.

New Testament
 ● Jesus went to locations in four modern-

day countries: Israel, Egypt, Jordan, and 
Lebanon.

 ● At the time Jesus was born, the Roman 
Empire extended as far as France, Spain, 
Tunisia, Egypt, and Turkey.

 ● Most of Jesus’ twelve disciples were from 
towns surrounding the Sea of Galilee.

 ● John the Baptist was imprisoned and 
executed in (most likely) Machaerus, Herod’s 
fortress/palace near the Dead Sea.

 ● The 365-day calendar we use today was 
introduced just a few years before Paul’s first 
missionary journey.

 ● Paul traveled as a missionary through Syria, 
Turkey, Greece, and Italy.

 ● The Temple of Artemis in Ephesus, where 
crowds rioted as Paul preached, was one of 
the seven wonders of the world.

 ● The seven churches in Revelation were 
located along major travel routes in Asia 
Minor, in Turkey today.

 ● By the end of the first century, there were 
Christian churches as far as Carthage 
(Tunisia), Edessa (Turkey), and Alexandria 
(Egypt).
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9  ✢  Journeys of Abraham
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Abraham’s Journey to Canaan
God told Abraham to go to Canaan, 
promising the land to Abraham’s 
descendants. 

Ur to Harran Gen. 11:31

Harran to Canaan  
Gen. 12:1–8

To Egypt and Return 
to Canaan Gen. 12:9–10; 
13:1–4

Damascus

PADDAN ARAM

Abraham’s Journeys in Canaan

Campaigns of the northern kings against  
the Canaanite kings. Gen. 14:1–12

Abraham rescues Lot from the northern 
kings. Gen. 13:18; 14:13–16

Abraham lives in Gerar and Beersheba.  
Gen. 20:1; 21:31–34

God tests Abraham in Moriah near 
Jerusalem. Gen. 22:1–19

Abraham and Sarah are buried in Hebron. 
Gen. 23:19; 25:7–10

Sea of 
Galilee
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Joseph's Route to Egypt
Jacob favored Joseph, his 
eleventh son. Joseph’s jealous 
brothers sold him to Ishmaelite 
traders who took him to Egypt. 
But the Lord was with Joseph, 
and Joseph became a high official 
in Egypt. In time, Jacob and his 
family migrated to Egypt and were 
reunited with Joseph.

To Harran

Route of Joseph  
Gen. 37:12–17, 28

Route of the Ishmaelite 
Traders Gen. 37:25–28

GOSHEN

Bethel

Bethlehem

Jacob's Journeys
Abraham and Sarah’s grandson, 
Jacob, migrated to Harran, where he 
married Leah and Rachel, and had 
twelve sons. Jacob returned to Canaan 
and the Lord renamed him “Israel.”

Beersheba to Harran  
Gen. 28:10–29:1

Harran to Shechem 
Gen. 31:21; 32:1–32; 33:17–20

Shechem to Hebron  
Gen. 35:1–29
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